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ceeded five hundred; while it is on record that twenty thousand
Spectators were sometimes sold in a day"1. But Johnson
wrote not for his own generation alone, but for posterity, and
posterity will pay him his meed of immortality.

The Rambler, with some trivial exceptions, is the work of a
single and unaided author, who composed it during his per-
formance of a task which had fatigued " united academies
and long successions of learned compilers"." He wrote, as
he pathetically describes himself, " under the pressure of dis-
ease, obstructed by constitutional indolence, and when much
of his time was spent in provision for the day that was passing
over him0." The only contributions in aid of his work, all of
which he acknowledges in his concluding Rambler, were the fol-
lowing papers.

In Number 10, the four billets were written by Miss Mulso,
daughter of Thomas Mulso, esq. who came of an ancient family
at Twywell, Northamptonshire. She is better known to the pub-
lic as Mrs. Chapone. The above articles are said to have been
her first literary productions p.

For Number 30, Dr. Johnson was indebted to Miss Catherine
Talbot, only daughter of the reverend Edward Talbot, archdeacon
of Berks, and preacher at the Rolls. She was provided for by
the liberal bequest of archbishop Seeker, with whom she had
chiefly resided ; and her composition in the Rambler, like all her
other works, breathes a spirit of piety characteristic of her ex-
emplary patron and protector.

Numbers 44 and 100 were contributed by Mrs. Elizabeth
Carter, the justly celebrated translator of Epictetus, whose
eminence in literature was only surpassed by her amiable
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